Broadcast Journalism Contract

In order to facilitate a safe and appropriate environment for all students and staff at Massapequa High School, the following guidelines must be adhered to in order to maintain enrollment in Broadcast Journalism.

Ethical Responsibility

· Journalists have an awesome obligation to report the news as fully and accurately as possible.  At the same time, they must be sure to report both sides of an issue and give equal opportunity for rebuttal.  As a member of Broadcast Journalism, students agree to familiarize themselves with and adhere to laws of defamation, privacy, copyright, obscenity, access to information, public access to media, fair use and first amendment rights.

· Reporters will report the news in an unbiased, objective manner reserving opinion for editorials only.

Studio Guidelines

· No student may enable the “3-4” button or slider (broadcasts throughout the building) unless specific permission is given by the teacher.

· Students may not use inappropriate language in the studio (either scripted or adlibbed).

· All students must maintain complete quiet when a microphone is “hot” (on).

· If you move it, put it back! (This goes for computer applications as well as CDs).

· Any equipment taken out of the studio for interviews or other on-location assignments must be signed out and returned immediately after use.

· Students borrowing equipment accept full responsibility for their maintenance.  Lost or damaged equipment must be paid for at replacement cost.

· Any live broadcast must be scripted in advance, and content must be pre-approved before airing.

· Students may not go on air without teacher supervision.

· All programming to be broadcast over the air on WMHS must be of appropriate content for a public school.

· Teacher has final say on all material to be aired on WMHS.

Consequences may include:
· Suspension from the broadcasting studio for one month and up to full term.

· Failing grade for project and possibly quarter.

· Expulsion from Broadcast Journalism class.

· Possible school discipline.

· Possible legal action.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
I agree to the above guidelines and understand the consequences that will prevail if they are not followed.

________________________________
__________________________________

Student’s Name (print)               DATE          Parent’s Name (print)                     DATE

________________________________
__________________________________

Student’s Signature
                                     Parent’s Signature

