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September 9, 2013
Merges/McKenna

Welcome to Broadcast Journalism

wmhschiefradio.weebly.com
Course Description:
Broadcast Journalism is a hands-on, technology-based course which introduces students to the everyday dealings of electronic media using rapidly changing global technologies.

We will begin by producing a five-minute weekly radio news program and lead up to a daily five-minute radio news program.  In the second semester, periodical features, such as "Spotlight On," "Sports Weekly," etc., will be added.  In addition, a video feature will also be produced on a periodic basis in the second semester.  Emphasis will be on the importance of timing, scheduling, preparedness, immediacy, and other characteristics of a live broadcast.

Because producing the news requires teamwork, you will work in production groups.  On days that a group is not on the air, you will be working on research and preparation for future shows as well as other topics of study.  As these other units are presented, students will be expected to incorporate newly acquired skills into subsequent news groups.

Programs will be aired live on the in-school radio station.  They will also be recorded and uploaded as podcasts.  Video broadcasts will be uploaded in the same manner.

Topics that will be covered include:

· Live News

· News Judgments and Determinants

· Newsgathering, Fact Checking, and Research

· Reporting

· News Writing

· Media Performance and Voice Articulation

· The Art of the Interview

· Ethics

· Radio Features and In-depth Reports

· Video Packages

*Note: We look forward to hearing your ideas, too!
Course Requirements:

· Text and outside reading assignments

· Research and newsgathering assignments

· Various in-class and out-of-class writing assignments

· Participation in news production teams

· Daily news meetings

· Production of stories submitted for possible distribution on The Tomahawk, as well as periodic features on the website

· Production of live news shows

· Individual reports and group assessments

· Beat updates

· Electronic portfolio

· Class participation, homework, attendance, punctuality

· Quizzes and tests

· Final exam / project

Supplies Recommended:

· Binder or notebook and folder

· Flash drive

Grading Policy:

· On air production and preparation – 40%

· Individual projects – 30%

· Class work, participation, and homework – 30%

Academic Misconduct Policy:

· Academic misconduct by students includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and knowing or intentionally helping or attempting to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty.

· Plagiarism is the act of representing the words, data, works, ideas, computer program or output, or anything not generated by the student, as his or her own.

· Whether inadvertent or purposeful, plagiarism is considered a serious act of academic misconduct and will result in a student receiving a zero for the assignment and possible disciplinary action.  
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I have read and understand the consequences of Academic Misconduct for Broadcast Journalism.

(Please keep the upper portion for your records and return this portion to class).
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